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as well as the many other area attractions. 

All Abilities Welcome!

The number one question American XC 
Skiers has been fielding about the Masters 
World Cup is “will I be in over my head”. The 
simple answer is that any citizen skier that 
has taken part in local citizen race events will 
likely feel perfectly at home at the MWC.

If anything, the Worlds format is actually 
even more user-friendly for middle-of-the-
packers than big races at home because you 
start in small wave groups with just your age 
group. We estimate the largest wave start in 
McCall will only be around 80 people which 
compared to huge marathons—with thou-
sands of skiers all starting at once—is a piece 
of cake! The vast majority of skiers at the 
Worlds are not after medals, but instead to 
celebrate our favorite winter sport with an 
incredible ski vacation. Everyone should have 
a great time!”

Far West Masters have already arranged 
group housing for a number of skiers, but 
spots still may be available into the early win-
ter. If you book on your own, lodging options 
surround the McCall downtown shopping 
district and the nearby Ponderosa State Park 
race venue located on a 1000 acre peninsula 
on the shores of breathtaking Payette Lake. 
To book your MWC2008 lodging, contact inI-
daho.com, a no-fee service provider serving 
all of Idaho, but based right in McCall.

The world is coming to McCall, Idaho this 
March. Make your plans to join in on the fun!  
Complete event info is at www.mwc2008.com. 
Team USA updates are also offered on 
xcskiworld.com throughout the winter.

 J.D. Downing is the National Di-
rector/Editor American Cross Coun-
try Skiers (AXCS) axcs@xcskiworld.com 
(www xcskiworld.com). John also happens 
to be a former top junior from the Far West, 
and was one of the early organizers of Far 
West Nordic Ski Association before moving 
to Bend, Oregon.

The 2008 Masters World Cup, March 1-
7, 2008 in McCall, Idaho, will mark the first 
Worlds hosted in the U.S.A. since 1998, 
bringing together over 1,000 adult skiers 
of all abilities from over two dozen nations 
and throughout North America for a week 
of great skiing and lifelong memories. De-
pending on your age/gender category, the 
MWC2008 features a choice of technique in 
three individual races ranging from 5 to 45 
km, plus a national team relay.

Located just two hours northwest of Boise, 
Idaho, McCall offers a true XC ski vacation 
destination. Featuring up to a half dozen 
groomed trail systems all within a short drive, 
the area offers plentiful blue kick wax snow, 
a moderate 5,000 foot elevation (it’ll seem 
almost like sea level for Far West skiers!), 
plentiful lodging options, incredible scenery, 
and easy access either via air travel into Boise 
(+ 2 hour drive) or one long day’s drive.

Combine all that with a proven race crew 
that has hosted four U.S. National XC Cham-
pionship events in the past decade -- and 
you have all the makings of a perfect place 
to welcome the world!

The Masters World Cup is the world’s larg-
est traveling ski-sport event drawing up to 
1,400 competitors and a similar number of 
family/ friends each year. The event is held at 
a different international venue every winter, 
providing an incredible ski vacation experi-
ence along with the action on the trails.

There is no qualifying process whatsoever 
for the Masters World Cup other than being 
at least 30 years young (as of 12/31/07). USA 
skiers are required to have current member-
ship in either American XC Skiers ($35 an-
nual dues) or USSA ($125). MWC participants 
range from low intermediate-level skiers to 
former Olympians.

Skiers from across North America have 
been focusing on the MWC2008 for many 
years now...and now we are on the final 
countdown to the main event. The masters 
XC world will discover the amazing quality 
and diversity of XC skiing in the McCall area 

the neW and Improved 
calIfornIa Gold rush

Some of the definitions for the word 
“change” include: Make or become different; 
replace, move from one to another, trans-
form. And transform is what we have done 
to the Royal Gorge California Gold Rush. 
Some of you may be afraid of change but 
we think every once in awhile it is good! It 
challenges you! It stimulates you! It can be 
exciting and fun! We believe we have done 
this by creating new courses for all three 
races. We have morphed it into something 
better and bolder!

Gone is the 50 kilometer Gold Rush (no 
more slog fest third lap!), In its place is a 
two loop, 42 km. (actual marathon distance) 
challenging course, but with some beautiful 
views for those who just want to tour. And 
speaking of touring, anyone who has done 
the Great Ski Race will like this course and 
event equally as well, because it incorporates 
some of the traditional Gold Rush course, 
and adds scenic and challenging trails such 
as Snow Mountain and Castle Pass. To liven 
things up there will be music (weather per-
mitting) and an incredible party at the end, 
ala the Great Ski Race. For those of you who 
just don’t feel like doing a whole marathon 
there will be a half (21 kilometers), only one 
lap of this gorgeous course. And finally a 10-
kilometer for those of you who would pre-
fer going just a short distance. This will also 
serve as the new junior race.

We want this to be more than a race. We 
want it to be an event. We invite you all to 
give it a try. In fact we challenge you to try 
one of three distances, whether you are a 
serious racer or a casual tourer wanting to 
challenge yourself at a longer, supported 
distance. Bring out those fun spring outfits! 
Bring out the cowbells. Bring your friends 
and family. Plus, all the entry fees go to an 
incredible cause—the Far West Nordic Junior 
Program.

So give it a go. Transform yourself. 


